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Story ideas for print and broadcast media
UD POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSOR EXPECTS UPRIS

SUPPORTERS

When followers of deposed Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos requested he be
allowed to return to his homeland, President Corazon Aquino stated that she wouldn't
allow him in the country "dead or alive." The nation's Supreme Court upheld that
ruling earlier this year, but the case may again come to a head with Marcos' death
Sept. 28, said Antonio Lapitan, a University of Dayton political science professor and
native of the Philippines.
"I'm quite sure there will be some demonstrations and there should be another
request to allow him to be buried there," he said. "It'll be interesting to see if
Mrs. Aquino allows this, although I hope she doesn't. i think it will endanger the
political stability of the country."
·
Lapitan, who spent a semester at Xavier University on the island of Mindanao in
the Philippines last year on a Rotary Foundation grant, hopes the public will look
beyond the corruption in Marcos' regime following his imposition of martial law in
1972 to some of the political developments he made during his tenure. Marcos was
ousted as president in 1986.
"A lot of people may feel relieved by his death, but I think it's a very tragic
situation," he said. "If you look at the man objectively, he made some significant
contributions to the political development of the country. Unfortunately, that is not
what he will be remembered for."
For media interviews, contact Antonio Lapitan at (513) 229-4326.
UD JOURNALISM PROFESSOR SAYS CBS EXECS WERE UNAWARE OF PHONY FOOTAGE
A University of Dayton associate professor of communication believes executives at
CBS News were unaware they may have aired staged footage of the war in Afghanistan in
the mid 1980s, but feels a danger exists with today's news feature shows that air
"re-creations."
"I'd be very surprised if executives at CBS knew the film was phony and still
aired it," said Larry Lain, who has taught journalism for 20 years. "But a danger
exists with the re-creation of news events. It blurs the line between fact and
fiction and doesn't do the credibility of any news organization any good.
"Many people have too difficult a time distinguishing between fact and reality
anyway. By blurring that line, the credibility of the entire news profession is
called into question."
Lain thinks news organizations' attitudes about airing staged footage is changing.
During World War II, he said, a Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph of soldiers erecting
an American flag at Iwo Jima was staged. "That was probably the most famous photo to
come out of World War II. But I think the press views its role much differently now
than it did 40 years ago. The ethics have changed a little bit."
For media interviews, contact Larry La+n at (513) 229-2742.
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For further information or assistance in scheduling interviews, contact Public Relations and University Communications, 229-3241.

